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Lewis County Hospital 
District No. 1 
commissioners reviewed 

the proposed 2027 budget during 
their regular board meeting 
on Oct. 28. Chief Financial 
Officer Sarah Paul provided a 
comprehensive overview of the 
budget and changes projected that 
will affect next year’s finances 
relative to those in 2026.

Paul noted the 2027 budget 
balances conservative revenue 
assumptions with intentional 
investments intended to strengthen 
Arbor Health for the future. The 
budget projects total revenue of 
$50.47 million for 2027, which 
is an increase of 4.2 percent over 
this year. With operating expenses 
of $49.96 million, that results in 
a net income for 2027 of $507 
thousand, which is down from 
this year’s total of $992 thousand. 
However, the budget excludes 
potential revenue from several 
prospective grants to be applied 
for.

There is considerable 
uncertainty for 2027 regarding 
potential Medicaid enrollment 
losses and subsequent coverage 
disruptions, said Paul. Potential 
Medicaid cuts nationwide could 
be as much as $1 trillion. With a 
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Mossyrock school board 
directors held a special 
board meeting on Oct. 

26 that included a workshop 
afterwards. The short board 
meeting consisted of discussion 
and approval of items not 
approved during the regular 
board meeting on Oct. 19, due to 
disruptions stemming from a large 
public attendance. 

The workshop focused on 
continued discussions between 
the board, the superintendent and 
the public regarding controversies 
that disrupted the Oct. 19 board 
meeting. Board President Mitch 
Townsend was absent during the 
Oct. 26 meeting and workshop, 
with Board Director Teresa 
Ekdahl-Johnson announcing he 
had a prior commitment.

Action items approved during 
the special board meeting included 
an agreement between Onalaska 
and Mossyrock School Districts 
that allows Mossyrock students 
to participate in the Onalaska 
wrestling program. Other items 

approved included the hiring of 
Hailey Calderone as Assistant 
Middle School Girls Basketball 
Coach, Kori Johns as Cook’s 
Helper, Boaz Kealy as Secondary 

Special Education Paraeducator 
and Sadie Firth as Transition 
to Kindergarten Paraeducator. 
The board also accepted the 
resignation of Ryan Fry, Assistant 

Middle School Boys Basketball 
Coach. 

The workshop discussions 
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Vikings send six to state; Morton streak to 14

 The Mossyrock cross 
country team will advance 
six runners to the state 
meet this weekend after 
the girls placed fourth and 
Rory Woods 20th at the 
District IV Meet in Rainier 
on Saturday.
 “What can I say about 
the girls team?” Mossyrock 
coach Casey Taylor said. 
“They went from a group 
of girls who were just 
trying to finish three miles 
without walking to a state 
qualifying team in two 
months. That only happens 
through hard work and 
effort, and it was a team 
effort.”
 The Vikings girls fin-
ished fourth overall with 
105 points and trailed only 
district champion Rainier 
(50 points), Toledo (51), 
and Ilwaco (101). Fresh-
man Ella Nolan was 18th in 
23:56, with eighth-grader 
Leah Wedam placing 20th. 
Sophomore Alice Wedam 
finished 24th (24:18), 
freshman Alexandria Ham-
mermeister 32nd (25:45), 
and freshman KK Brown 
57th (33:46).
 “Alice really showed 
some toughness and was a 
big reason we get to com-
pete for one more week,” 
Taylor said. “Her three 
times on this course were 
28:36, 26:28, and then 
24:18.”
 For the Mossyrock boys, 
Woods finished 20th in 
18:46 as the top 21 runners 
advanced to Pasco. Greg 
Wedam placed 59th overall 
(24:17).
 “If anyone would have 
asked me if Rory was 
going to make it to state 
this year, I would have 
said he would be close but 
likely would need to wait 
until his sophomore year,” 
Taylor said. “There are 
times when being proven 
wrong is a good thing; this 
was one of those times. We 
ran on the Rainier course 
three times this year. Rory 
ran 20:08, 19:42, and then, 
when it mattered, 18:46. I 
am so proud of the effort he 
put in on Saturday and am 
excited that he will get to 
experience state as a fresh-
man.”
 Freshman Westyn 
Huntley ran 16th for the 
White Pass Panthers in the 
1B race (21:31/PR) with 
the top 14 qualifying for 
the state meet. JJ Lougee 
finished 24th (22:54).
 Cyndal Berryman 
placed 43rd for the White 
Pass girls (27:56), and 
Gemma Jakubowski took 
48th (29:15) and Uma 
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Morton senior Kendall Cournyer celebrates a point in 
their district win over Firm Foundation on Monday.

Jakubowski 54th (30:49).
 “This was Gemma’s last 
cross country race,” White 
Pass coach Scott Draper 
said. “She finished with a 
strong run, and I’m proud 
of her. It has been an honor 
to coach her, and I know 
she will be successful and 
reach the goals she has set 
for herself. I am extremely 
happy and proud of this 
team. They have given 100 
percent every day. This 
is a young team that has 
learned a lot this season. 
They are determined to 
come back, be stronger 
and more experienced next 
year.”
 Mossyrock’s runners 
will advance to the state 
meet in Pasco this Saturday 
(November 7).
 “It is such a rush and 
relief when your team 
meets the goals they set for 
themselves,” Taylor said. 
“As the coach, you take on 
this responsibility of creat-
ing a path to that goal, but 
we aren’t the ones doing 
the work. You are persuad-
ing teenagers that one more 
mile, one more interval, 
one more ab workout could 
be the difference; and we 
have to convince them of 
this every day and keep 
them motivated. It is hard 
when your team buys in, 
and you still miss that 
goal. Coach (Eric) Ol-
likainen and I were so 
thankful to have a team that 
bought into the plan, came 
to work every day for over 
two months, and competed 
at a high level on the day it 
mattered.”

Morton volleyball
 The Huskies’ volleyball 
team won their regular 
season finale last week and 
their first district match on 
Monday in Morton.
 Hosting Firm Founda-
tion in their 1B District 
Tournament opener on 
Monday, the Huskies won 
their 14th consecutive 
match 25-17, 25-15, and 
25-8.

“I’m so proud of these
girls,” Coach Jamie Brazil 
said. “They continue to 
push themselves, work 
hard, and find ways to get 
better while learning the 
importance of trusting 
one another and playing 
for something bigger than 
themselves. What stands 
out most about this team 
is the way they respond 
to challenges, pick each 
other up, and continue to 
fight together. They have 
embraced the idea of ‘We 
Over Me,’ and that has 
become a big part of who 
we are.”

 Seniors Ryelin Wie-
denmann (17 kills) and 
Kendall Cournyer (15) 
combined for 32 kills and 
each finished with 17 digs 
and one block. Crystal 
Dygert dished 28 assists 
and made all 13 serves, 
to go with seven digs and 
three kills. Chevy Fuller 
had 12 digs with three kills, 
and Caydence Franz made 
10 serves with four aces 
and six digs.
 Earlier in the week at 
Battle Ground on Tuesday, 
Morton beat the Columbia 
Adventist Kodiaks 25-23, 
25-20, and 25-21.

“It was a great team ef-
fort,” Brazil said. “We had 
to make some adjustments 
to our rotation and faced 
some challenging mo-
ments, but the girls stayed 
composed, trusted each 
other, and found a way to 
pull through.”
 All three sets were 
close, with key points at 
the end of each set proving 
the difference.
 “I’m really proud of 
how they came together 
when things got tough,” 
Brazil said. “This team 
continues to show that its 
strength comes from unity, 
supporting one another, 
and playing for something 
bigger than themselves. 
Nights like these are a great 
reminder of what we can 
accomplish when we stay 
connected and believe in 
each other.”
 Wiedenmann put away 
18 kills, one short of her 
career-best, along with 
getting 28 digs. Cournyer 
totaled eight digs and six 
kills, Fuller had 20 digs, 
four kills, and three blocks, 
and Crystal Dygert served 
100 percent in addition to 
22 assists, 13 digs, and four 
kills.

Morton (15-2 overall, 
10-1 league, 1-0 district)
will advance to a district
semifinal tonight at 5:30
p.m. in Toledo against the
same Columbia Adven-
tist Kodiaks (8-6). Win,
and they will play the
Wahkiakum (11-3)/Naselle
(16-2) winner in the district
championship on Saturday
at 4 p.m. in Toledo. Lose,
and they will play on Fri-
day at 5 p.m. in Raymond.

Note: This will be the 
Huskies’ first trip to a 
district volleyball semifinal 
since 2003. Morton (as the 
Timberwolves) played in a 
district semifinal in 2013, 
and 2018 was their district 
win and last trip to the state 
tournament. 

Mossyrock 
volleyball

 Mossyrock opened their 
district tournament against 
fifth-ranked Rainier, and 
the Mountaineers beat the 
Vikings in Toledo 25-15, 
25-17, and 25-17 on Satur-
day afternoon.

“Overall, I have no 
complaints,” Hannah 
Bredeson said. “There 
are things that need to 
be worked on, but of all 
the times we have faced 
Rainier, that’s the best 
we’ve played. They did a 
really good job keeping up 
their energy and talking to 
one another.”

Mossyrock led 9-8 in 
the first before the Moun-
taineers ended the set on a 
17-6 run. Rainier finished
with 13 kills in the set.

 A 6-6 tie in set two 
quickly turned in favor 
of the Mountaineers, 
who scored 10 consecu-
tive points. In the third, 
Mossyrock stayed close for 
most of the set, trailing 20-
16, but Rainier ended the 
match with five of the final 
six points.
 “It was a tough game 
stats-wise, but Hazel 
Mulligan stood out,” 
Bredeson said. “It was her 
first time fully starting a 
varsity match, and she had 
a couple great serving runs 
and was perfect at the serv-
ing line. Brooke Schwartz 
also did a really good job 
reading the hitters and step-
ping into those hard hits. 
Rainier is a great team, so 
any time the girls can step 
up and keep their heads 
up and play hard, I’ll have 
no complaints. We know 
what we need to work on 
now, and we will get back 
into the gym this week and 
work on improving the 
little things. We get back 
to work Wednesday versus 
Napavine.”
 The Vikings (7-9 
overall, 2-4 league, 0-1 
district) will face a familiar 
foe in the Napavine Tigers 
(5-14) this evening in Adna 
at 4:30 p.m. in a loser-
out match. Win, and they 
advance to Saturday for 
another loser-out match 
against the loser of the 
Onalaska (14-1)/Toutle 
Lake (11-6) match. Lose 
against Napavine, and they 
are done for the season.

Morton and 
White Pass football
 The Morton Huskies 
hosted the White Pass 
Panthers for the first time 
in over 18 years, and the 
Huskies won easily 68-0 in 
the rain and cold and fog 
befitting a game the night 
before Halloween.
 “We had some goals go-
ing in, and we pretty much 
accomplished those in the 
first half,” Morton coach 
Lee Metcalf said. “The 
weather definitely did not 
help them, because they 
throw the ball more than 
we do.”
 The hosts scored four 
times in the first quarter on 
runs of 31 and 25 yards by 
Liam Pelletier, and 40 and 
eight by Logan Mays.
 Peyton Shields found 
the end zone from three 
yards away in the second 
quarter, followed by two 
more Pelletier touchdown 
runs (45 and 49 yards), 
and a Mays’ 60-yard dash. 
Braxten Demarco capped 
the scoring with a four-yard 
third quarter touchdown.
 “Logan and Liam had 
good nights on both sides 
of the ball,” Metcalf said. 
“I thought our line played 
well too. We’ve been 
working on sustaining and 
finishing blocks the last 
couple of weeks.”
 The Huskies rushed 26 
times for 393 yards and 
nine touchdowns. Their de-
fense limited White Pass to 
13 total yards on 32 plays. 
Neither team completed 
a pass in the game, and 
neither team punted. The 
Panthers lost four fumbles 
and all four were recovered 
by Laith Pelletier.
 “Obviously, 68-0 isn’t 
the outcome we wanted, 
but there was a lot more 
to this game than the final 
score,” White Pass head 

coach Derek Bowen said. 
“This was the renewal of a 
rivalry that had been dor-
mant for 18 years while our 
schools were combined, 
and that brought some 
extra emotion to the night. 
For some of these kids, it 
was a little different seeing 
guys they had previously 
called teammates lined up 
across from them.”
 Mays finished with 12 
tackles, Liam Pelletier had 
nine, Kyzen Binkley six, 
and Decklen Kelly five.
 The Huskies (6-2 
overall, 6-2 league) will 
host the Crescent Loggers 
(4-4 overall) in a crossover 
game on Saturday (Novem-
ber 7) at 1 p.m. The Log-
gers were shut out in their 
final two regular-season 
games, and their last win 
was 60-0 over the Quilcene 
Rangers on October 17.
 “Crescent throws a little 
bit, and they have some 
quick skill guys,” Metcalf 
said. “They like to spread 
the defense out and use 
their speed. It will be a 
challenge, and we’re look-
ing forward to it.”

White Pass (2-7 overall, 
1-7 league) will host the
Winlock Cardinals (1-8,
1-7) this Friday at 7 p.m. in
their season finale.

“I think it’s going to be 
fun to watch this rivalry 
(against Morton) unfold 
over the next couple of 
years,” Bowen said. “We 
have a young group that is 
still learning and growing, 
and nights like this are op-
portunities for us to learn, 
get better, and build toward 
the future. We’re going to 
continue to work, continue 
to develop our players, and 
keep building this program. 
I think there’s a lot of good 
football ahead for this 
group.”

Notes: The last time 
the Huskies and Panthers 
played was October 17, 
2008, eighteen days before 
Barack Obama was elected 
President. White Pass won 
the game 55-20, behind 
senior quarterback Derek 
Moody who threw for a 
career-high and school-
record 372 yards and five 
touchdowns on 22 of 31 
passing.

White Pass
 volleyball

 The Panthers opened 
district tournament play on 
Thursday in Ocosta against 
the Coastal League’s third 
place Wildcats, and White 
Pass took them to five sets 
losing, 25-14, 22-25, 25-
18, 20-25, and 15-11.
 “I thought overall we 
played well at Ocosta,” 

Coach Morgan Dotson 
said. “We fell short in 
the fifth set due to hitting 
errors. I was proud of the 
way we battled and have 
started coming together as 
a team. We have been stay-
ing much more consistent 
with our passing and stay-
ing low in the back row.”
 Ryleigh Johnson led the 
Panthers with 11 kills and 
14 blocks (!), in addition 
to 28 digs. Zoee Martinek 
finished with 36 digs, and 
Brielle Sycasure had 31 
digs and five kills.
 “Ryleigh, Zoee, and Bri-
elle played well at Ocosta 
and had a lot of saves in 
the back row,” Dotson said.
 White Pass (5-12 over-
all, 1-9 league, 0-1 district) 
played Taholah (12-4) last 
night in Toledo in a loser-
out match. If they won, and 
they’ll play tomorrow in 
South Bend against either 
Lake Quinault (7-8) or 
Firm Foundation (8-7) at 
7 p.m. in another loser-out 
match. If they lost, they are 
done for the season.
 “I am excited to see how 
the girls compete,” Dotson 
said.

Mossyrock 
football

 Mossyrock hosted the 
8th-ranked Riverhawks on 
Thursday, and Toledo beat 
the Vikings 46-8 on Senior 
Night.
 “I thought our boys 
had heart throughout the 
game,” Coach Robbie 
Dailey said. “The boys 
came out and gave it their 
all against a tough Toledo 
team.”
 The Riverhawks ran just 
18 plays in the game and 
scored on six of those, in 
addition to a 75-yard kick-
off return. Three of their 
drives took one play and 
one other needed two. They 
led 21-0 after a quarter and 
34-0 at halftime.

Mossyrock scored with
10:55 remaining in the 
fourth quarter on a 10-
yard run by Blue Sievers 
capping a 14-play, 79-yard 
drive. Austin Isom pro-
vided the two-point run.
 The Vikings totaled 
138 yards in the game on 
47 plays. They rushed for 
51 yards on 38 carries and 
gained 87 yards on 4 of 11 
passing.
 The Vikings (1-7 over-
all, 0-4 league) are done for 
the season and lose Kaden 
Johnson, Axel Pedrisco, 
Austin Isom, Adrian Smith, 
Enrique Mendez Lopez, 
Russell Eckloff, Jorge Her-
nandez, Felipe Garcia, and 
Van Kost to graduation.

Morton’s Braxten Demarco (1) is upended by a White 
Pass defender during their game on Friday night.

Mossyrock running back Austin Isom (32) breaks a 
tackle against Toledo on Thursday in Mossyrock.

Mossyrock senior setter Calliope Schultz reaches for 
the ball at the net during their district match with 
Rainier on Saturday afternoon in Toledo.

Mossyrock sophomore Alice Wedam (left) finished 
24th at the district meet and helped her team advance 
to state, and White Pass freshman Westyn Huntley fin-
ished 16th in the district meet at Rainier on Saturday.
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White Pass School 
discusses attendance

See  Mossyrock Page 2
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See  Hospital Page 3

Pumpkin Harvest
Photo by Susan Fortin

The first-grade students at White Pass Elementary walked next door to the United Methodist Church where the community 
garden is located. Last spring, the students as kindergartners planted the pumpkin seeds. The pumpkin harvest took place on 
Oct. 20, just in time for Halloween.

By Buddy Rose / The East County Journal
More than 50 parents, teachers and others attended a special Mossyrock school board meeting and 
workshop in the high school multi-purpose room on Oct. 26.

More controversy at school board meeting

By Marji Ruzicka
The East County Journal

New to White Pass School 
District school board 
meeting on Oct. 19, 

student representatives reported 
on activities and perspectives 
with the board and the more than 
20 attendees at the meeting. 

Skylinn Minor-Ulrich, senior, 
and Clara McMahan, junior, 
described a fun and memorable 
Homecoming Week in the first 
year of the return to the Panther 
identity. They mentioned that 
some students are volunteering in 
the kitchen as a way to preview 
the culinary field, help the kitchen 
staff and earn community service 
hours required for graduation. 

Attendance and enrollment 
topped the discussions at the 
board meeting. Mark Westley, the 
interim Superintendent, included 
a slide showing enrollment 
figures from last year and this 
year. The board acknowledged 
that attendance is an issue 
nationwide, but they would like 
to see better attendance rates for 
Panther students. 

White Pass began the year 

with slightly higher enrollment 
than predicted but he hopes 
the line on the graph will stay 
steady this year, instead of the 
sharp drop that happened last 
school year.  

Westley also gave an update on 
several consultants hired to assist 
the district this year. Tim RLR 
Consulting is providing mentor 
services to the administrators 
and recently spent two days 
at the district. John Johnson 
has been hired to complete the 
teacher evaluations this year, 
and Alex Hanson has been hired 
to help with drivers’ education 
requirements for last year’s 
students. 

Westley ended with an email 
from the state health department 
after a drop-in visit that 
complimented staff Shawndale 
Minor and Emily Garber for 
running a clean, safe and 
welcoming kitchen at the school.

Mark Murphy, Dean of 
Students at the Jr/Sr High School, 
gave a shoutout to Associated 
Student Body (ASB) students 
and advisor, Christina Berryman, 
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Mossyrock city council 
members reviewed 
a draft copy of the 

projected Fiscal Year 2027 
Budget for the city during their 
regular council meeting on Oct. 
21. The first open public hearing 
on that budget coincided with the 
council review. Public comment 
during the hearing consisted of a 
couple of budget item category 
questions asked by Angeleetta 
Hartmann that were answered 
by City Treasurer Jessica Bragg.

The 2027 proposed budget 
is very similar to the final 
2026 budget. Expenditures and 
revenue in 2027 are balanced 
at $1,504,633. That is about 
$33,000 more than the final 
totals for 2026.

The budget hearing was 
followed by a public hearing 
regarding the ongoing 
Growth Management Update 
- Development Regulations. 

Planning Commission Chair 
Marcia Manley stated any 
proposed changes or additions 
to land uses in the city should 
be submitted as soon as possible 
to the Commission. Any other 
community feedback can be 
addressed in 2027 following 
county and state approval of 
the update by the end of this 
year. Any future changes could 
be incorporated through city 
ordinances, she said.

During the regular meeting 
that followed the two public 
hearings, Mayor Randall Sasser 
indicated city public works 
employees have been reviewing 
the inventory of items that are 
commonly used for operations 
at the water and sewer 
treatment plant to see what 
may be needed next year. He 
also reported progress with the 
ongoing challenge of reducing 
the water loss indicated by the 
difference between billed usage 

Mossyrock City Council 
reviews budget and 

Comprehensive Plan

See  White Pass Page 3

Veterans 
Wall of 
Honor
By Amber Brown
The East County Journal

The American Legion, 
Post 215 invites the 
public to join them in the 

revitalization of the Veterans Wall 
of Honor on Veterans Day, Nov. 
11 at 10 a.m.

American Legion commander 
Ed Smith says that many people 
have been confused by the wall. 
“It is not a memorial wall. There 
are people alive and well today 
that have their names on there,” 
he said. 

Smith wanted to be clear about 
that point because some people, 
believing that it was a memorial 
wall, were upset by living people 
being on it. However, as a Wall 
of Honor, anyone who has 
served can apply to have their 
name put on there by emailing 
edcommander75@gmail.com.

The process of bringing the 
wall back to its former glory has 
been in the process for over a year. 
“In fact, we started it just before 
the Morton Loggers’ Jubilee the 
year before this last Jubilee, so it’s 
been a year and a half,” he said.

The problem with the wall was 
“it had deteriorated to the point 
where the paint was flaking off 
and letters were falling off of the 
wall. It was in really sad shape. 
The plants hadn’t been kept up 
and while there was someone 
mowing the yard, it wasn’t all that 
was needed,” Smith said.

“Harrison Christian 
Management really stepped up in 
a giant way. They funded almost 
all of the wall repair. I’m tickled 
to work with them,” he said.

The person being honored on 
the wall will have a plaque that 
includes their name, the branch of 
the military, the time they served 
and usually their rank when they 
got out. 

See  City Council Page 8


